
UNCLASSIFIED
UNCLASSIFIED

Government Contracting for Women, Minorities 
and Underserved Businesses-Basics and 
Introduction to Certifications

Kimberly Randle, Arkansas APEX Accelerator
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The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.
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Annual Federal Procurement (FY23): $745 billion
Set-aside for Small Business: 23% = $171 billion 

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.
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Client Benefits

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.

Diversify Revenue 
Stream

Enhance Business 
Visibility

Contracts can be 
extended for 5-7 

years

Optimize Teaming 
and Subcontracting 

within Private Sector

Scalable Growth

Stable Cash Flow
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APEX Accelerator Program

November 7, 2022

The APEX Accelerators Program, formerly known as the 
Procurement Technical Assistance Program (PTAP), was 
established to increase the number and the range of 
businesses capable of participating in government contracts. 
The Program transitioned from the Defense Logistics Agency 
(DLA) to the Department of Defense (DoD) Office of Small 
Business Program (OSBP) on October 1, 2022. 

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.
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APEX Accelerators NATIONWIDE

NATIONWIDE GOAL 
To bring Gov’t Buyers 

together with U.S. Suppliers

STATE GOAL
Increase government 

contracts in the region they 
serve

FREE SERVICES
One-on-One Counseling & 

Training

Source: https://www.apexaccelerators.us/#/

https://www.apexaccelerators.us/#/
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University of Arkansas System, Division of 
Agriculture’s Cooperative Extension Service

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.
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Arkansas APEX Accelerator Team

Melanie Berman
Program Director 

Savanna George
Client and Intake Specialist

Kim Magee
Outreach Coordinator

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.

Karey Collins
Administrative Specialist
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Arkansas APEX Accelerator Team

Flora Tate               
Northeast 
Counselor

Tierra Hutley
Central/Southwest 

Counselor

Tim Hicks 
Central/Southeast 

Counselor 

Kimberly Randle
Northwest 
Counselor

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.
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Northwest Arkansas APEX Office

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.
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Increase the Defense 
Industrial Base (DIB)

Increase the 
Government Industrial 

Base (GIB)

Increase Equity and 
Inclusion

Increase Awareness of and 
Compliance with Foreign 
Ownership, Control, or 

Influence (FOCI).

Improve Cybersecurity 
of the DIB and GIB.

Facilitate Innovation 
for the DIB and GIB – 

SBIR/STTR

Strengthen the Supply 
Chain

Defense Production Act

Capture Market Data in 
Key Industries

Advancing the Mission – New Goals

Arkansas APEX 
Mission

—

Provide  
Training  

& 
Resources

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.
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APEX Accelerator Services

NEW GOALS
supported by the 

SAME                         
GREAT SERVICE

One-on-one 
consulting

Bid Matching

Interpreting 
bid 

opportunities 
and Proposal 

review

Marketing
Subcontracting 

assistance

Free seminars, 
workshops, 
matchmaking 
and networking 
events

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.
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FAR 9.104 To be determined responsible, a federal contractor must:
• Have a satisfactory performance record

• Have a satisfactory record of integrity and business ethics 
• Have the necessary organization, experience, accounting and 

operational controls, and technical skills, or the ability to obtain them
• Have the necessary production, construction, and technical equipment 

and facilities, or the ability to obtain them
• Be otherwise qualified and eligible to receive an award under 

applicable laws and regulations

Are You Ready? “Responsive and Responsible”

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.
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Client Expectations

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.

CLIENT

VIABLE

REPORTRESPECT

ACTIVE

ARKANSAS
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• Provide financial support or assistance, such as grants and 
financing

• Provide references or endorsements for a company or its 
products

• Prepare your bid or proposal or tell you what prices to charge
• Represent your company or act as your agent or make any 

decisions for you
• Help with legal action against the government or lobby for 

legislation
• Accept any payment or gift for APEX services

What Arkansas APEX Can NOT Do…

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.
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Awards – $109,222,450 

Active Clients-
806

Annual Events -
113

Arkansas APEX Accelerator Impact
July 1, 2022 – June 30, 2023

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.
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Resources Available to You!

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.
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Resources (training, newsletter, social media)

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.
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The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.

https://govology.com/ 

Library of on-demand training from Govology               
Available at no cost to active Arkansas APEX Accelerator clients

https://govology.com/
https://govology.com/
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Arkansas District Office, U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA)
Small Business and Technology Development Centers (SBTDC)
Communities Unlimited
Startup Junkie Foundation
Chambers of Commerce
Arkansas Economic Development Commission (AEDC)
Arkansas Women’s Business Center
SCORE
Cooperative Extension County Offices

Arkansas Resource Partners

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.
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Federal Government Contracting

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.



UNCLASSIFIEDUNCLASSIFIED

2022 U.S. Census Bureau NAICS Codes

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.
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SBA Small Business Definition

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.

• Is organized for profit
• Operates primarily within the U.S. or makes a significant 

contribution to the U.S. economy through payment of 
taxes or use of American products, materials or labor

• Is independently owned and operated
• Is not dominant in its field on a national basis
• Falls within designated size standard for its primary NAICS 

code
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Is YOUR Company a Small Business?

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.

• LESS THAN 500 EMPLOYEES
– If you sell products 

• AVERAGE OF THE PAST 5 YEARS 
REVENUES
– If you provide services

• BASED ON NAICS (NORTH 
AMERICAN INDUSTRY 
CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM) CODES
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Small Business in Arkansas

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.
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Federal Government – To Do List

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.

• Register with the Secretary of State
• Apply for your EIN (Tax ID)
• Establish a bank account
• Obtain a Unique Entity Identifier (UEI)
• Determine your North American 

Industry Classification System 
(NAICS) Codes

NAICS 

UEI

Bank Account

Tax ID

Secretary of State
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System for Award Management (SAM)

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.
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Search for Contract Opportunities

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.
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Small Business Set Asides

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.

The federal government establishes formal goals to ensure small 
businesses get their fair share of work.

Every federal government purchase between $10,000 and
$250,000 is automatically set aside for small businesses, as long as

there are at least two companies that can provide the product or
service at a fair and reasonable price.

https://www.sba.gov/partners/contracting-officials/small-business-procurement/set-aside-procurement
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SBA Certification Programs

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.
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Small Disadvantaged Business (SDB) Eligibility

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.

Small business
Qualified disadvantaged individual
U.S. citizen and resident
Good character
Social disadvantage
Economic disadvantage

51% unconditional and direct ownership
Unconditional control
Other requirements
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Socially Disadvantaged Test

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.

Objective distinguishing feature that has contributed 
to social disadvantage (i.e. gender)
Bias/discrimination experienced in American society, 

not elsewhere
Chronic and substantial disadvantage, not fleeting or 

insignificant
Impact on entry into or advancing in the American 

economy
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Social Disadvantage Narrative

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.
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Economically Disadvantaged Criteria

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.
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Economically Disadvantaged Criteria

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.
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SDB Self-Certification in SAM.gov

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.
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SDB Benefits

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.

Small 
Disadvantaged 

Business 
Self-

Certification 

• SDB program has both self-certification in 
SAM and SBA certification as an 8(a) entity.

• Government can claim credit for awards to 
SDB’s towards agency goals. Goal is increasing 
to 15% by 2025.

• Large primes have subcontracting goals and 
can meet goals subcontracting with SDBs. No 
8(a) subcontracting goals.

• Large primes seek out self-certified SDBs as 
subcontractor teammates.
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8(a) Business Development Program

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.

• Nine-year business development program
• Selective admission to program
• Business owned by socially and economically 

disadvantage individuals(s)
• Equitable access to contracting opportunities in 

the federal marketplace
• Training and technical assistance
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8(a) Program Benefits

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.

• Set-aside and sole source contracts
• Access to SBA Mentor-Protégé program
• Access to procurement and compliance experts
• Access to joint ventures with established businesses 

to increase capacity
• Priority access to federal surplus property
• Free training from SBA’s 7(j) Management and

Technical Assistance program
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WOSB.Certify.sba.gov

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.
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Woman-owned Small Business Eligibility

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.
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WOSB & EDWOSB NAICS Codes

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.
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EDWOSB Eligibility

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.
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Veteran-owned Small Business Certification

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.
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Veteran-owned Benefits

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.
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VetCert

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.
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HubZone Interactive Map

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.
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HubZone Qualifications

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.

• Be a small business according to SBA size standards
• Be at least 51% owned and controlled by U.S. 

citizens, a Community Development Corporation, an 
agricultural cooperative, an Alaska Native 
corporation, a Native Hawaiian organization, or an 
Indian tribe

• Principal office located in a HUBZone
• At least 35% of employees reside in a HUBZone

https://www.sba.gov/document/support-table-size-standards
https://maps.certify.sba.gov/hubzone/map#center=39.828200,-98.579500&zoom=5
https://maps.certify.sba.gov/hubzone/map#center=39.828200,-98.579500&zoom=5
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HUBZone Employee Definition

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.

• Earnings reported on Form W-2
• Employed full-time or part-time basis
• Works a minimum of 40 hours in 4 weeks
• At least 35% of employees must reside in a HUBZone
• Residency supported by unexpired government- issued ID 

issued at least 180 days prior to application

https://maps.certify.sba.gov/hubzone/map#center%3D39.828200%2C-98.579500%26zoom%3D5
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Federal Certifications 
https://certify.sba.gov/

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.

https://certify.sba.gov/
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State and Local Government Contracting

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.
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Arkansas

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.
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Arkansas State Office of Procurement

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.

• A supplier who wants to be able to 
receive purchase orders from the 
State will need to be registered in 
ARBuy. There is no cost to register.

• All persons who wish to receive 
notice of and participate in 
solicitations will need to register in 
ARBuy. There is no cost to register 
to receive notice of solicitations.

• Suppliers will receive solicitation 
notifications through ARBuy and 
respond to those solicitations 
through the system.
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ARBuy

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.
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Arkansas Procurement

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.

• Small Purchases
– Excludes mandatory contracts

• Quote Bids
– The law requires a minimum of 3 contacts obtained 

by fax, phone or email
• Competitive Sealed Bids

– IFB, RFP, RFQ
• Sole Source

– Only one source available
• Special Procurement

– Unusual circumstance, emergency

Procurem
ent 

Processes

Small Purchase
Up to $20,000

Competitive 
Sealed Bids

IFB, RFP, RFQ
$75,000 and Up

Sole SourceSpecial 
Procurement

Quote Bids
Over $20,000 to 

$75,000
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State of Arkansas MWOBE

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.

MWBE (Minority and
Women- Owned Business 
Enterprise) Certification

https://www.arkansasedc.com/community-resources/Minority-and-Women-Owned-Business-Enterprise-Resources/detail/get-certified
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Certified MWOBE

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.

CERTIFIED MINORITY BUSINESS ENTERPRISE OR CERTIFIED WOMEN-OWNED BUSINESS 
ENTERPRISE. A procurement that does not exceed two (2) times the amount stated in Ark. 
Code Ann. § 19-11-204 (13) may be procured without seeking competitive bids or 
competitive sealed bids if the procurement is with a certified minority business enterprise 
or certified women-owned business enterprise. The certification process is administered 
by the Division of Minority and Women-owned Business Enterprise of the Arkansas 
Economic Development Commission.

Up to $40,000 (As of 7/21/2022)



UNCLASSIFIEDUNCLASSIFIED

AEDC MWOBE Eligibility

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.

• At least 51 percent minority- or women-owned, 
operated, and managed on a daily basis

• In operation for at least two (2) years prior to applying for 
minority or women-owned business status

• Business has legal presence (license) to operate in Arkansas
• Majority owner(s) is/are legal permanent 

resident(s) of Arkansas
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AEDC MWOBE Eligibility (continued)

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.

• Applicant has:
• Federal income tax returns showing proof of business 

income tax filings with the Internal Revenue Service
• State income tax returns filed with the Arkansas 

Department of Finance and Administration for the 
previous two years

• Enterprise is a for-profit business
• Enterprise generates less than $10,000,000 in average annual 

revenues
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MWBOE Certification Benefits

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.

• State government purchases of up to $40,000 can be made 
without competitive solicitation

• Listing in the Online Directory as a certified MWBE
• Access to a statewide network of support services for 

MWBEs, including workshops, webinars, vendor classes, 
customized technical assistance, B2B networking, 
notification of bid opportunities.

• No cost
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Arkansas MWOBE Directory

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.
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Arkansas MWOBE Certification

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.



UNCLASSIFIEDUNCLASSIFIED
The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.

DBE (Disadvantaged Business 
Enterprise) Program

https://www.transportation.gov/civil-rights/disadvantaged-business-enterprise
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Disadvantaged Business Enterprise

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.

• Overall goal:
• Set aside 8.58% of all federal dollars, especially for DBE 

certified business
• Most beneficial for businesses engaged in:

• Transportation and transit
• Highway improvement and construction
• Highway safety
• Airport services
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DBE Eligibility

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.

• Business is organized for profit
• At least 51% owned by a socially and 

economically disadvantaged individual
• Gross annual receipts do not exceed

$23.98 million
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AR Bid
https://arkansas.ionwave.net/Login.aspx

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.

• Vendor Registration 
• Pilot program
• Free-bid platform for Arkansas cities, 

counties, and utilities
• Participating entities:

o Central Arkansas Water
o City of Conway
o City of Helena-West Helena
o City of Hot Springs
o Little Rock Convention & Visitors’ 

Bureau
o Little Rock Water Reclamation 

Authority
o Pulaski County

https://arkansas.ionwave.net/Login.aspx
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County Government Contracting

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.
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City Government Contracting

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.
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Vendor Registration

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.
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Other Arkansas City Procurement Sites

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.
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SBA Dynamic Small Business Search (DSBS)

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.
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Examples of Capability Statements

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.
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Capability Statements

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.

• Industry days
• Site visits
• Matchmaking events
• Business accelerators
• Business expos
• Trade gatherings
• Capability briefings



UNCLASSIFIEDUNCLASSIFIED

Little Rock
U of A System Division of Agriculture 
Cooperative Extension Service
2301 South University Ave, Little Rock, AR 72204
Phone: 501-671-2390

Bentonville
NorthWest Arkansas Community College (NWACC)
One College Drive, Bentonville, AR 72712
Phone: 501-650-6180

Jonesboro 
ASU – Delta Center for Economic Development
319 University Loop – Office 218
Jonesboro, AR 72401
Phone:  501-541-3051

Website  
http://www.uaex.uada.edu/APEX  
Email: APEX@uada.edu 
Staff Contact: 
https://www.uaex.uada.edu/business-
communities/Arkansas-APEX-
Accelerator/staff.aspx 

Arkansas Accelerator Social Media Pages:
Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/ArkansasAPEXAcc
elerator 
LinkedIn
https://www.linkedin.com/company/arapexac
celerator/ 

Contact Us!

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.

http://www.uaex.uada.edu/APEX
mailto:apex@uada.edu
https://www.uaex.uada.edu/business-communities/Arkansas-APEX-Accelerator/staff.aspx
https://www.uaex.uada.edu/business-communities/Arkansas-APEX-Accelerator/staff.aspx
https://www.uaex.uada.edu/business-communities/Arkansas-APEX-Accelerator/staff.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/ArkansasAPEXAccelerator
https://www.facebook.com/ArkansasAPEXAccelerator
https://www.linkedin.com/company/arapexaccelerator/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/arapexaccelerator/
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Questions?

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 
veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.

Kimberly Randle
krandle@uada.edu
501-650-6180
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UNCLASSIFIEDThe University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or 

veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. This APEX Accelerator is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Department of Defense.

Thank you!
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