
                                                                      
 

FOOD & BEVERAGE BUSINESS STARTUP CHECKLIST 
 
 

☐ Product Formulation Resources: Arkansas Food Innovation Center https://afic.uada.edu/  

☐ Co-Packer Directory 

☐ University of Mass. Amherst: Food Safety Plan Template 

☐ Food Safety Training Resources 

 

 
☐ FDA: How to Start a Food Business Webpage 

☐ Arkansas Department of Health: Homemade Food Production Guidelines 

☐ Arkansas Department of Health: Rules Pertaining to Retail Food Establishment 

☐ Arkansas Department of Health: Manufactured Food Rules 

☐ Video: Processing Regulations for Small Food Manufacturers 

☐ FDA: Small Business Definition and Modified Requirements Factsheet 

☐ FDA: Small Entity Compliance for Manufactured Foods 

☐ FDA: Food Labeling Guide 

☐ Information on Acidified and Low Acid Foods 

 

 
☐ Incorporate with the AR Secretary of State Office or apply for a DBA certificate with the county clerk. 

☐ Apply for an EIN with the IRS. 

☐ Apply for a local business license.  

☐ Apply for a Retail Food Establishment Permit, Arkansas Department of Health: Retail Food Plan Review 

☐ Apply for a Manufactured/Wholesale Permit, Arkansas Department of Health: Manufactured Food Plan Review 

☐      Register your company/product with FDA: Food Facility 

☐      Apply for UPC codes: GS1 

 

Food Production and Training 

Food Safety & Regulations 

Licensing 

https://afic.uada.edu/
http://www.specialtyfoodcopackers.com/The-Directory.html
https://ag.umass.edu/sites/ag.umass.edu/files/pdf-doc-ppt/cookie_food_safety_plan1.pdf
https://www.uaex.uada.edu/life-skills-wellness/food-safety/default.aspx
https://www.fda.gov/food/food-industry/how-start-food-business
https://www.healthy.arkansas.gov/images/uploads/pdf/Homemade_Food_Guide_FINAL.pdf
https://www.healthy.arkansas.gov/images/uploads/rules/Retail_Food_Establishment_Rule.pdf
https://www.healthy.arkansas.gov/images/uploads/pdf/Good_Manufacturing_Practices.pdf
https://youtu.be/51fFddsHHik?t=534
https://www.fda.gov/media/117785/download#:%7E:text=If%20a%20facility%20is%20a,from%20the%20preventive%20controls%20requirements
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/small-entity-compliance-guide-what-you-need-know-about-current-good-manufacturing-practice-hazard
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/guidance-industry-food-labeling-guide
https://www.fda.gov/food/guidance-documents-regulatory-information-topic-food-and-dietary-supplements/acidified-low-acid-canned-foods-guidance-documents-regulatory-information
https://www.sos.arkansas.gov/business-commercial-services-bcs
https://www.irs.gov/businesses/small-businesses-self-employed/apply-for-an-employer-identification-number-ein-online
https://www.healthy.arkansas.gov/images/uploads/pdf/Retail_Food_Plan_Review_.pdf
https://www.healthy.arkansas.gov/images/uploads/pdf/MFGPlanReviewGuideline.docx_Nov_2019pdf.pdf
https://www.fda.gov/food/guidance-regulation-food-and-dietary-supplements/registration-food-facilities-and-other-submissions
https://www.gs1us.org/upcs-barcodes-prefixes/how-to-get-a-upc-barcode

